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modifications of the terms took place at a later period, our   1842-5
consul at Beyrout, Colonel Hugh Rose, having availed him------
self of a visit to England to impress Lord Palmerston favour- /ET' 55~ ably as to certain opinions of his own which were not to my MEMOIRS-taste. The instructions I received in consequence were by no means agreeable to me. I was bound however to attend to them, though I could not but feel a sore regret at the want of reliance on my judgment and representations which the minister's conduct, unreflectingly perhaps, displayed. I have no sympathy with proceedings of this kind, and I still wonder that a man of Palmerston's straightforward character should even for once have made such a slip. In my judgment no public servant employed abroad in a high responsible position should ever be called upon to act upon instructions varying from his own recorded opinions and suggested privately by a subordinate in the same department of service. I have since had more reason to complain of this kind of injustice from others, and, giving myself credit for some experience and local knowledge, am still persuaded that the public interests have suffered on that account"
The progress of these various negotiations and the general character of the work accomplished in 1842-46 will best be seen in extracts from Canning's private letters. This source of information is, however, very irregular, and there are long intervals of silence. His most frequent correspondent, his mother, had ended her long and honourable life in 1831, and had been followed a few years later by his sister and eldest brother; Richard Wellesley was dead; Gaily Knight and Planta were both in bad health; the former died in 1846, the latter a year later ; Fazakerley lived in strict retirement A few letters to Planta and Addington form almost the sum of Canning's private correspondence with old friends. The usually invaluable source of unofficial letters to the Foreign Secretary fail us at this period, either because the ambassador was not on very friendly terms with Lord Aberdeen, who held the post, or because he did not keep copies of his correspondence. The two chief aids to our knowledge of his daily life and work are several long letters to his only surviving
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